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Hang Lung Mathematics Awards winners talk
about their love of the subject and not being

intimidated

& The academic competition requires participants to conduct a research project on a chosen topic in maths and present their findings

& This year, one 13-year-old former Diocesan Boys' School student became the youngest solo award winner in the competition’s history

by Clara Ki Lu | Published: 15:00pm. 7 Jan, 2022 v

Chan Tsz-hin developed a love for mathematics at a young age. However, it wasn't until he
advanced in his studies that he began 1o see the true beauty of the subject.

“After | moved to

y school, | di that is not only addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division, but it also requires deep comprehension of proofs.

The proving processes and results are beautiful and amazing” he said.

It's this love of maths that helped this Pui Ching Middle School student win the Gold Award
in the 2021 Hang Lung Mathematics Awards (HLMA).

Pui Ching Middle School wins big at the 2021 Hang Lung Mathematics Awards

The 2021 HLMA, co-organised by Hang Lung Properties Limited and the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology, reguires participants to conduct a research project on
a chosen topic in mathematics and write a report that discusses their methodology,
research and results.
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Tsz-hin, who is now studying mathematics at Imperial College London in Britain, won with
his research project titled On Non-Torsion Solutions of Homogeneous Linear Systems over
Rings.

The young honourable mention, Tsz-fung, was inspired to improve upon a proof he saw in a
YouTube video from his favourite creator, 38lueBrown. His HLMA project was called On the
Basel Problem: Generalizations to Other Power Series.

“The proof [of the Basel Problem in the video] was not very rigorous, so | decided to write an
improved, more rigorous proof,” said the former Diocesan Boys' School (DBS) student.

The 13-year-old said he was not intimidated by the older students
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“I have taken part in other maths competitions, and | was often very young in those. So |
have adapted [to] the pressure,” he explained.

Outside the HLMA, in 2021 Tsz-fung became the first DBS student to ever win a gold medal
in the Hong Kong — International Mathematical Olympiad.

“He is definitely one of the brightest [students] I've ever met,” said Chan Long-tin, a

mathematics teacher at DBS and Tsz-fung’s supervisor for the HLMA.

Writing a 20-page report was incredibly demanding for the Secondary One student, Chan
explained, and there was also the challenge of presenting his work in his second language.

But the teacher was dedicated to fostering his student’s abilities.

Since Tsz-fung moved to Britain while the competition was still in progress, Chan would
often stay up until midnight to help him with the project.

“[These students] are doing things | could not do at their age,” Chan said.



