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Top 10 (N

Maths for life

Lastweek, we asked our readers: “Can you describe a time when you used mathematics to solve a problem
outside the classroom? From buying lunch to taking public transport, here'’s what they said

luze maths o figure out my age.

Iwas borm in 2009 and this is

2023, S0 lam W years old Who

zays maths is difficult?

Jordan Bilasa Lyjah, 13, HoYu

College and Primary School
(Sponsored by Sik Sik Yuen)

Thitz sounds obvious, but | uze

maths for doing my maths

homework, which is usually

done outside the dassroom! It
=g very difficult subject and there iz a
lait of homewaork 1 be done. | can't do
dl of it in school so | finish it at home
Tam Hau-yin, 13, Ho Yu College and
Primary School (Sponsored by Sik
Sik Yuen)

I'work as a “courier” for my mother
during weekands and holidays and
Ibury lunch for her. Ome day, | gave the
cashier the money, gquickly caloul ated
the balance, and tokd him the ecact
amaunt | should receive. When | got home, my
mum gave me a tip for my fast delivery.
Karson Chan Ka-chun, 15, The Hong Kong
Management Association KS Lo College

| go swimming with my sister

and oousins every Saturday.

My coach tellz me to swim

halfway across the pool, 20

| have to breathe between

atrokes and kicks. Sometimes,
the coach agks us to kick i times per
stroke, but it can be hard to keep track
when the water iz cold and | am struggling
to breathe. | ofien forget to keep count,
somy coach makes me swim axtra laps
whenaver it happens.
Rex Kwong Yatlong, 13, CCC Kung Lee
College

This week's question: How could you use maths to change the community around you?

Ome day | was late for a competition and had to resh
thirowgh a park. The map on my phone 2 howed a right-
angled path skirting around the area But then | realisad
lcould avel diagonally through the park, acconding to
the Pythagorean theorem taught in maths class. | amived on time

My mathematical skills were once put
touse 8t 8 revision gathening. Having
done 3l the axsrcises, we weare stanving,
=0 we ondered a mouth-waterning pizza
However, the portion was not big

becawse of thiz smart dedsion
Catherine Cao, 14, 5t Paul's Co-educational Colle ge

enough because here were sevenal clasamates
there. Sol took out my ruler and caloulator and
zliced the pizza evenly. We all emjoyed it It wasa
ance-in-a-lfetime eperience.

Suri Chan Tin-wing, 77, Yan Chal Hospital Law
Chan ChorSi College

Itz very easy tooverook how ofien we use maths inour
daily Ives For example, my family recently moved 8 new
home. Before we mowved, we went shapping for fumiture.
Imeasured the items in my head to dedde which would
fit the space. | gauged the weight of the bedside table,
desk, and cabinats by looking at tfhair shapes and sizea That haiped
me figure out ifl could easily move them if | wanied 1o change the

| us2 mathematics when | am ina humy.

amangameant 3 year latern

Moga Maris Andrea, ¥, 5t Joan of Arc Secondary School

If | hawe to take public trans port, 'l chedk
when trains or buses will amive and how
lomg it will ake to reach my destination.
Alzo, |will caloulate how fast | canwalk
o the bus stop or railway station. For
example, | count how bang the iift will ake and when
| will arrive at the bus stop. Then, if | cannot reach the
lbus =top on time, | may choose to go by train
Tim Chen, 4, King Ling College

creativity in mathematics and ignite their passion
forinellectud discovery. We are asking a total
of five questions to ins pire you 1o think deeply
about the power of mathematics, the importance
ofintegrity and the pursuit of excellence. Unleash
your potential to make an impact on the warkd!

9

Have you moticed how

aften you wse maths while
prepaning food? You measure
the ingredient and set a
Eemperature and timer for
cooking. These wnits will make
cosoking easier, and without them in recipes,
avarything could go wrong.

Chioe Yeung Wai-ying, 12, Maryknoll
Fathers' School

caloulate the shortest route to save

ame. Once, |'was simost late for school,
and using my mathematics shills, | understood it
waoulkd be less time-consuming to walk slong a
straight line instead of a curve. This shows that
mathematics can help you sole problems, even
trivial omes, outside the o assnoom.
Valerie Chiu Wing-yes, 13, 5t Mary's
Canossian College
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